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O,  It'  , 

L  E  T  T  E  R  S 

i 

Sent  to  Great-Britain,  by  his  Excellency; 
‘Thomas  Hutchinjon,  the  Hon.  u4ndre'va’~ 
Oliver,  and  feveral  other  Perfons,  born 

-AND  EDUCATED  AMONG  US.  ' 

Which  original  Letters  have  been  returned 
to  ydmerica,  and  laid  before  the  honor¬ 
able  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  this; 
Province.. 

In  which  (noi'withjlandivg  his  Excci  ncy  s-; 
Declaration  to  the  Houfe,  that  tht  ^ °.n- 
dencj  and  Deftgn  of  them  'was  'o- 
Jubvert  the  Conflitution,  but  rather 
preferve  it  entire)  the  judicious  Reader 
will  difeover  the  fatal  Source  of  the 
Confufion  andBloodfhcd  in  which  this- 
Province  cTpccially  has  been  involved, 
and  which  threatned  total  Defiruftion; 
to  the  Liberties  of  all  America. 


BOSTON'.-. 

3S«nt«d‘  by  EDES  and  GILL,  in  Qneen  Stresa  ;; 
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On  Tuefclay  i5,  ijj"^,  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefen tatives  by  a 
very  large  Majority  came  into 
the  following  RE  SOL  P^E S, 
upon  the  Letters  that  had  been 
laid  before  them  on  Wednefday 
'.  the  fecond  of  the  fame  Month, 


*viz. 


b 


t  ■’ 


‘  '^yESOLVED,  That  the  Letters  Jfigne^ 
Lho.  Huichin/hn^nd  thofe  figtcdAnd^ 
Oliver,  now  under  the  Confideration  of 
-this  Houfe,  appear  to  he  the  genuine  Let¬ 
ters  of  the  prefent  Governor  and  Licute- 
toant'Govefnofi  of  this  .Province,  whole 
zHand-writing  and  Signatures  are  well 
^known  to  many  of  the  Members  of  this 

■  Houfe-:.  Atid,'  that  they  contain  aggravat¬ 
ed  Accounts  of  Fa^ts,  and  Mifreprefenta- 

■  tions ;  and  that  one  ;matiifeft  Defign  of 

■  them  was  to  '  reprefent  the  Matters  they 
treat  of  in  a  Lighthighly  injurious  to  this 
Province,  'and  the  Perfons  againft  whom 
they  were  wrote. 

He/ohrJ) 


'  I 


II 


-C  ■  fK 


f-’-.y 


Refolved,  ■  That  though  the  Letters 
aforefaid,  figned  Tho.  Hutchin/on,  are  faid 
.  by  the  Governor  in  his  Meflage  to  this 
Houfe  of  June  9th,  to  be  “  private  Let¬ 
ters  wrote  to  a  Gentleman  inLo«J(jn,fince 
deceafed,”  and  “  that  all  except  the  laft 
.were  wrote  many  Months  before  he  came 
to  the  Chair  yet  they  were  wrote 
by  the  prefent  Governor,  when  he  was 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Chief  Juftice 
of  this  Province ;  who  has  been  repre- 
fented  abroad,  as  eminent  for  his  Abilities 
as  for  his  exalted  Station  ;  and  was  under 
no  official  Obligation  to  tranfmit  Intelli¬ 
gence  of  fuch  Matters  as  are  contained  in 
faid  Letters  :  And  that  they  therefore 
muft  be  confidered  by  thePerfon  to  whom 
they  were  fent,  as  Documents  of  folid  In¬ 
telligence  :  And  that  this  Gentleman  in 
London  to  whom  they  were  wrote,  was 
then  a  Member  of  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
and  one  who  was  very  active  in  Americm 
Aifairs  ;  and  therefore  that  thefe  Letters 
however  fecretly  wrote,  muft  naturally  be 
fuppofed  to  have,  and  really  had- a  public 
Operation. 

Refolved,  That  thefe  “  private  Let¬ 
ters”  being  wrote  “  with  exprcls  Con¬ 
fidence  of  Secrecy,”  was  only  to  prevent 
the  C  ontents  of  them  being  known  here, 
as  appears  by  (aid  Letters  ;  and  this  rc-n- 
dcred  them  the  more  injurious  in  their 
Tendency  and  really  wfiJious,  Refolved^ 


I 


[^3-  ]■ 

*  s 

lR.efolvedy  That  the  Letters  figned  Tho, 
Hutchmfon  and  thofc  figned  And^  Ol'tver\ 
confidcring  the  Perfons  by  whom  they 
were  wrote^  the  Matters  they  exprefly 
contain,  the  exprefs  Reference  in  fame 
of  them  for  full  Intelligence"  to  Mr. 
Hallowell,  a  7erfon  deeeply  inter efed  in 
the  Meqfures  fo  much  complained  of  and 
recommendatory  Notices  of  divers  other 
Perfons  whofe  Emoluments  arifing  from 
our  public  Burdens  might  excite  them  to 
unfavourable  Reprefentation  of  us,  the 
Meafures  they  fuggeft,theTemper  in  which 
they  were  wrote,  the  Manner  in  which 
they  were  fen t,  and  the  Perfon  to  whom 
they  were  addrefled  ;  had  a  natural  and 
efficacious  Tendency  to  interrupt  and  ali¬ 
enate  the  Afledions  of  our  moft  gracious 
Sovereign  King  George  the  Third,  from 
this  his  loyal  and  affectionate  Province  ; 
to  deftroy  that  Harmony  and  Good-Will 
between  Grcat-Britain  and  this  Coiony, 
which  every  Friend  to  either  would  wifh 
to  eftablifli ;  to  excite  the  Rcfentment  of 
the  Britifli  Adminiflration  againfl:  this  Pro¬ 
vince  ;  to  defeat  . the  Endeavours  of  our 
Agents  and  Friends  to  ferve  us  by  a  fair 
Reprefentation  of  our  State  of  Grievances; 
to  prevent  our  humble  and  repeated  Peti¬ 
tions  from  having  the'defired  effect  ; 
•and  to  produce  the  feverc  and  deflruftive 
>  •  Meafures 


[4  1 


Meafures  which  have  teen  taken  aglinft 
this  Province,  and  others  ftill  more  fo 
which  have  been  threatned.  , 


Refolved,  As  tbeOpiniop  of  thisHoulc, 
That  it  clearly  appears  from  the  Tetters 
aforefaid,  HgneATho.HutchinJm  and  yfnd^ 
Oliver,  that  it  was  the  Defire  and  Endea¬ 
vour  of  the  Writers  of  them,  that  certain 
Afts  of  the  Brkifti  Parliament  for  raifing 
a  Revenue  in  America,  might  be  carried' 
into  ElFeft  by  Military  Force  ;  and  by  in¬ 
troducing  a  Fleet  and  Army  into  this  hi? 
Majefty’s  loyal  Province,  to  intimidate  the 
Minds  ot  his  Subjects  here,  and  prevent 
every  conftitutional  Meafure  to  obtain  the 
Repeal  of  thofe  A^ts,  fojuftly  efteemed  a 
Grievance  to  us,  and  (o  fiipprefs  tlie  very 
Spirit  of  Freedom. 

Refohed,  That  it  is  theOpinion  of  this 
Houfe,thar  as  the  Salaries  lately  appointed 
for  the  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor, 
and  Judges  of  this  Province,  directly  re? 
pugnant  to  the  Charter  and  fubverfive  of 
Juftice,  are  funded  on  this  Revenue  j  and 
as  thefe  Letters  were  wrote  with  aDefign, 
and  had  a  Tendency  to  promote  and  fup- 
port  that  Revenue, therefore,  there  is  great 
Reafon  to  duppofe  the  Writers  of  thofe 
Letters  were  well  knowing  to,  fuggefted 
and  promoted  ifie  enacting  laid  Revenue 
and  the  Ertablifhmcnts  funded  on 


I 
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^efolvedi  That  while  the  ItVriter  of 
thofeLettets  figoed  Thg.  ^utchinjgji, 
been  thqs  exerting  hinEifeif  by  his  -“  jfec^el; 
confidentialCorrefppndenei^/^to  introduce 
Meafurcs  deftru^tive  of  our  cooftitutionaj 
Liberty  ;  he  lias  beep  pra^lifing;  every  Me¬ 
thod  among  the  People  of  this  Province, 
.^p  fix  in  their  Minds  an  exalted  Opinion 
of  his  warmeft  Affection  for  them;  and 
his  unremItted  Endeavours  to  proniptc 
-their  beft  Intereft  at  the  Court  of  Great- 
Britain, 

Rejolved^  As  theOpinlon  of  thisHoufe;, 
That  by  comparing  ^ihefe  Lettersi  ligned 
liutchinfon  with  thofie  flgned 
Olivary  Cba.  Taxlan  and  Nath.  Rogers^ 
and  confidcring  what  has  fince  in  Fa^t 
taken-  Place  conformable  thereto,  that 
there  have  been  for  many  Years. part Mea- 
fures  contemplated,  and  a  Plan  formed,  by 
a  Set  of  Men  born  and  educated  among 
us,  to  raife  their  own  Fortunes  and  ad~ 
yance  thcmfelves  to  Ports  of  Honor  and 
Pro(it,  not  only  to  the  Ucrtru(5fIon  of  the 
Charter  and  Conftitution  of  thisPtovince, 
but  at  the  Expence  of  the  Rights  and  Li¬ 
berties  of  the  American  Colonies.— Aad 
k  is  further  the  Opinion  of  this  Houfe, 
that  the  faid  PciTons  have  been  fome  of 
the  chief  Inrtruments  in  the  Introduction 
pf  a  Military  Forcc'  into  the  Province  to 

carry 


carry  their  Plans  into  Exccmioii  r  and 
therefore  they  have  been  not  only  greatly 
inftrumental  of  difturbing  the  Peace  and 
Harmony  of  the  Government,  and  caw- 
fing  and  promoting  great  Difeord  andAni- 
monties,  but  are  juftly  chargeable  with 
the  great  Corruption  of  Morals,  and  all 
that  Confufion,  Mifery  and  Bloodflied, 
which  have  been  the  natural  Effeas  of  the 
Introduaion  of  Troops. 

Whereas  for  many  Tears  pafl^  Mea/ures 
have  been  taken  bj  the  Britifb  Adminijlra- 
tion^  very  grievous  to  the  good  ■  Teople  of 
thjj  Province  ;  ivhich  this  Hoife  have 
novs  Reqfon  to  fiippofe,,  ivere  promoted^  if 
■not  originally  fuggejled  by  the  Writers  of 
thefe  Letters  ;  and  many  Efforts  have  been 
made  by  the  ^ eople  to  obtain  the  Redrefs 
of  their  Grievances  :  Refolved, 

That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the 
Writers  of  thefeLetters  have  availed  them- 
felves  of  Diforders  that  naturally  arife  in 
a  free  Government  under  fuch  Oppreffi- 
ons,  as  Arguments  to  prove,  that  it  was 
originally-  necelTary  flich  Mcafures  fhould 
have  been  taken,  and  '  that  they  fliould 
now  be  contintied  arid  increafed. 


W  hereas  in  the  Letter  ft gned  Cha.  Pax¬ 
ton,  dated  Bofton-Harbo'ur,Jime  zo,  1 768, 
it  is  exprefly  declared  that  ■“  iinlefs  'we  have 
'immediately  two  or  three  Regiments,  *tis 

the 


t  7,  ]■ 

the  Opinion  of  all  the  Friends  of  Govern- 
ment,that^o[\on  'will  ^f/HopenRebellion.” 

.  Refolved,  That  this  is  a  moft  wicked 
and  injurious  Reprefen  ration,  defign’d  to 
inflame  the  Minds  of  his  MajeRy’s  Mini^ 
fters  and  the  Nation,  and  tot-cxeite  in  the 
Brcaft  of  our  Sovereign  a  Jcalouiy  of  his 
loyal  Subjects  of  faid  Tqyvn,  without  the 
leaft  Grounds  therefor,  as  Enemies  of  his 
MajeRy’s  Pcrfon  and  Goverjamtnt. 

Whereas  certain  Letters- fgned  by  tivp 
privateFerfons,viz:  Thomas  Moffat  and 
George  Rome,  have  beei^  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  -which  Letters  contain  many  Matters 
highly  injurious  to  Ggrvernment  and  to  the 
national  Feace 

'  *  Refolved,  That  it  has  been  the  Misfor^ 

tune  of  this  Government  from  the  earlieft 
Period  of  it,  from  Time  to  Time,  to  be 
Iccretly  traduced  and  malicioufly  repre- 
fented  to  the  Britifli  MiniRry,  by  Perfons 
who  were  neither  friendly  to  this  Colony, 
nor  to  the  Englifh  ConRitution. 

Refolved,  That  this  Houfe  have  juR 
Reafon  to  complain  of  it  as  a  very  great 
Grievance,  that  the  humble  Petitions  and 
RemonRranccs  of  the  Commons  of  this 
Province  are  not  allowed  to  reach  the 
Hand  of  our  moR  gracious  Sovereign, 
merely  becaufe  they  are  prefented  by  an 
y^gent  to  whofeAppointment,  the  Gover¬ 
nor, 


* 


8v  ].i 

nor,  v>Ith  whom  our  chief  Diffjufe  m^y 
fubfift,  doth  not  eonfcnf  j  while  the 
tial  and  inflamatory  Letters  of  Individu¬ 
als,  who  are  greatly  iruefefted  in  the 
venue  A<ffcs  and  the  Meafures  taken  tO 
carry  them  into  Execution,  have  been  laid 
before  Admuiihration,  attended  to,  and 
determined  upop,  not  Only  to  the  Inj.uhy 
bf  the  Rcpiftation  of  the  People,  but  to 
the  depriviflg*  them  of  their  invaluaSle 
nights  and  Liberties. 

Whereas  thh  Hmfe  are.  humbly  $f  Opi^. 
tiion,  that  his  JS^ajeJty  will  judge  it  to  be 
incompatible  with  the  Inter eji  of  his  Crown 
"and  the  Teace  and  Safety  of  the  good  Peo¬ 
ple  of  this  his  loyal  Province,  that  7er- 
fons  (houldhe  continued  in  ^ Idee s  of  high 
Trufl  and  Authority  in  it,  who  are  knoiak 
'to  have,  with  great  Induflry,  tho  fee  ret  ly,- 
'endeavoured  to  undermine,  alter  and  dver^- 
'■throw  the  Confiituiion  of  the  yirovince  i 
<  .  •  Therefore,  * 

Refolved,  That  this  Houfe  is  bound  in 
'ibuty  to  the  King  arid  their  Conilituents, 
^humbly  to  remon (Irate  to  hisMajefty,  the 
Conduct  of  his  Eyxt\itncy  Thomas  Hutch- 
infon,  Efq;  Governor;  and  the  Honorable 
'  fkndrew  0/it’er,Efq;  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  this  Province  ;  and  to  pray '  that  -  his 
^Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  remove  them 
■forever,  from  the  Government  thcreoL 
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